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"In relation to the middle peasants/* he said at this congress, "it Is
necessary to take the stand of a firm alliance" He severely condemned
those who tried to coerce the peasants to undertake collective methods of
tilling the soil and to form agricultural communes. "Nothing could be
sillier than the very idea of resorting to coercion in our economic relations with
the middle peasants" he said.*

The Party and the government must devote attention to the task of im-
proving the conditions of the middle peasants and of supplying'the rural
districts with agricultural machines. "If we could to-morrow/3 he said,
"supply 100,000 first-class tractors together with petrol and operators (you
all know that at present this is sheer fantasy), the middle peasants would
then say: cwe are in favour ofCommunia* (i.e.3 in favour of Communism)."**

The resolution adopted by the congress on Lenin's report declared in
favour of a policy of firm affiance with the middle peasants in which the
proletariat was to retain the leading role. This marked a turning point in
the Bolshevik Party's policy towards the middle peasants; it marked the
transition from the policy of neutralizing them to mat of establishing a firm
alliance with them. This change of policy was a decisive factor in securing
success in the civil war against the foreign interventionists and the Russian
WhiteguardSj and in the task of building up Socialism in Russia.

At this congress Trotsky and the so-called "military opposition,** opposed
the formation of a disciplined, regular Red Army. In this they met with a
stem rebuff from Lenin and Stalin. Lenin's speech in defence of the
Party's military poEcy made a deep impression upon the delegates, and the
congress unanimously adopted the resolution on military policy proposed by
the Central Committee.

In his speech in winding up the congress Lenin once again reminded
the Party of the difficulties of the war situation, but at the same time he
indicated what was the inexhaustible source of strength of the Soviet Republic
in its struggle against the predatory imperialists. "We all know," he said,
"what a strain this war is imposing upon us and how it is wearing us out.
But the history of our cause is certain. The fact that the vast masses of the
working people are convinced of the justice of their cause generates and
multiplies mass heroism. For the first time in the history of the world there
has been created an army, an armed force, which knows what it is fighting
for; and for the first time in the history of the world the workers and peasants
who have madeuntold sacrifices dearly realize that they are fighting to defend
the Soviet Socialist Republic. . . ."*** This was the guarantee that the
Soviet Republic was invincible.

After defeating Germany and Austria the Entente imperialists cdncen-
trated their forces against the Land of Soviets. They proclaimed a blockade
against her and drew up a plan to rout the Red Army and to demolish the
Soviet Republic. Kolchak's army marched from the East; Denikin's
forces advanced from the South, and Yudenich marched against Petrograd
from the North-West.

The ring of enemies dosed tighter around the Soviet Republic; the
Soviet regime was in mortal danger. But Lennfs confidence in the strength
of the nations of the Soviet Republic and in the inexhaustible might of the
great Russian people was unshakeable. "Russia is distinguished by the

* Lenin, Collected Works, Rras. ed., Vol. XXIV, pp. 114, i<58.
** Ibid*, p. 170.
*** Ibid.) p. 176